
President Rios says " If you don't read the Blast, you are uninformed" 

-El Jefe 
 

FIRST MARINE DIVISION ASSOCIATION  

 

   
 

President Rios says " If you don't read the Blast, you are uninformed" 

-El Jefe  
 

  

 



  

Here's Wishing You A Happy New Year!  
  Pres Vince Rios, EXDIR Marty Vasquez, ExAsst June Cormier, AdminAsst Lindsey 

Parra  

  



 

 

" IWO JIMA MONUMENT AT PENDLETON NEAR REALITY," 

San Diego Tribune, Jan 3, 2017 - sent by Jim Keely 

  

PHOTO OF THE WEEK  



 

Photo of Father Vincent Capodanno's service: 

  Lou "Doc" Gaeta (L),  Bishop Timothy Broglio ( C) and Robert "Ski" Kasmarzk (R). 

  

MONEY MATTERS  

PAYMENT PAST   DUE 

 

  Below is the second notice of the Scholarship Fund Administrative Fees owed the 

FMDA General Fund by the First Marine Division Association Scholarship Fund, for the 

period January 1, 2012 trough June 30, 2016, last invoiced December 5, 2016.  

 

The Invoice for the  administrative fees accrued since July 1, 2016 through December 

31, 2016 will follow once an accurate accounting of the revenue generated by the 

Scholarship Fund is made. 

Payment of the administrative  fees owed by the First Marine Division Association Scholarship Fund to 

the First Marine Division Association, Inc., calculated at the rate of 20%, is in accordance with article (12) 

B of the First Marine Division Association By-laws which calls for "... reimbursement up to 20%  the 

current donations, interest earning and other fund revenues...". 



 

     

                       INVOICE_________________  
                                                                                             

 

2012 
                $12,501.71             Contributions received 

                        $39.66             Received from investment revenue 

                $12,541.37             Total scholarship revenue received 

                  $2,508.27             Total calculated administrative fee 

                  $2,232.23             Paid to FMDA for admin reimbursement 

  $276.04                                Owed FMDA 

 

2013                    $35,309.17         Contributions received 

                          $35.69         Received from investment interest 

                   $35,344.86        Total scholarship revenue received 

                    $ 7 ,068.97       Total calculated administrative fee 

                          $236.05       Paid to FMDA for admin reimbursement 

$6,832.92                             Owed FMDA 

 

2014 
                   $33,806.71       Contributions received 

                          $32.49        Received from investment interest 

                   $33.839.20       Total scholarship revenue received 

                     $6,767.84       Total calculated administration fee 

                             0              No admin reimbursement in 2014 

$6,767.84                           Owed FMDA 

 

2015  
                    $36,185.05     Contributions received 

                            $29.66     Received from investment interest 

                     $36,214.71    Total scholarship revenue received 

                          7,242.94    Total calculated administrative fee 

                                 0           No admin reimbursement in 2015 

$7,242.94                             Owed FMDA 

 

2016 (Jan-Jun) 
                     $11,981.96   Contributions received year-to-date (Jan-Jun) 

                             $14.80   Received from investment interest 

                     $11,996.76   Total scholarship revenue received (Jan-Jun) 

                          2,299.35   Total calculated administrative fee 

                                 0          No admin reimbursement received in 2016 

$2,299.35                            Owed FMDA 

 

$23,419,09                             total/total owed FMDA 

 

Vince Rios, President 

FIRST MARINE DIVISION ASSOCIATION, Inc.     

 



_______________________________________________________________________

________ 

 2016 YEAR ENDING REPORT 
GENERAL FUND 

Bank of America Checking 

Beginning Balance (12/15/16)               $71,030.67 

Credits, Total                                           $4,936.00 

Debits, Total                                            $1,755.18 

Ending Balance (12/31/16)                   $74,211.49 

_______________________________________________________________________

____________ 



  



  

ATTENTION MEMBERS   

Please register ASAP, so that we at the Headquarters can get a good count of who is 

attending the 76th Anniversary of our 1st Marine Division. 
 

Note: On the November 4th President's Blast there is a correction 

under the Cookout at the Headquarters on 2 February (1200-1500) , it 

is $20 per person which is correct in the Nov 11th & 18th President's 

Blast.   

  

  

                76th Anniversary Commemoration, Camp Pendleton 

  

                   Monday, 30 January - Friday, 3 February 2017 

  

                           Please click for Registration Form 

  

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001cmqrDq1p9IkOSyay06H-wFI9JPR6cb9MlTOfOhfZSKcpr-aCFX4j9EfdpRaMK-jVwOhXDaJ4XjgL0v8qDea1C4gg7YDuP9SILcN0YGb4CrzvC8M0pd2xCVHPeNHYK4GL1InErtuqtqA3EjDCYrt_iQtRvYwuq9C2IceF1D6cW_b7YihYfaGczaPk77ZRw8bvIEuKadILNf1arxfCiTvqIz8x8X9bkM34IPu978z64tKrTfhNbwLDRVkGO8HQvUkx&c=yC7pngcCv9EmppMMa_DhzTc3LnCPsVxcssH7HLlti55CK-gD0RmFmQ==&ch=R48cOqAEq5jJiosA6qgAaDJclnFBf-iYI3BrODuldKFJ0Z3pUtxW8Q==


  

  

YOU NEED TO KNOW  

 
  Changes to the Old Breed News, effective January 1, 2017: 

 



    CHECK ONE 
     a._l wish to receive the Old Breed News in hard copy, enclosed is my $50 donation. 
     b._I wish to receive the OBN in hard copy but cannot afford the $50 donation. 
     c._I do not wish to receive the OBN in hard copy, I'll receive it electronically, 
but             enclosed is my $50 donation to help defray publishing, shipping and 
handling. 
     d._I wish to receive the OBN electronically only. I cannot afford the $50 donation 
    
    Contact Information 
      Name_________________________    Telephone______________________ 
      Address_______________________     e-mail_________________________ 
                    ________________________    Unit I Served____________________ 
                    ________________________    Date of Birth ____________________ 
 
Complete and forward to June Cormier  by USPS, e-mail, or telephone. Contact 
information is at the very bottom of the Blast. 
 
_______________________________________________________________________
____________ 
 

From: john richard stuertz 
 

SALUTE   

So what's a former Marine to do????: Do not salute unless 

in uniform. 

 

SALUTING BY ACTIVE DUTY AND VETERAN 

MARINES UNCLASSIFIED//  

ALMAR 052/08  

MSGID/GENADMIN/CMC WASHINGTON DC CMC//  

SUBJECT: CUSTOMS AND TRADITIONS//  

REF/A/DESC:DOC/CMC WASHINGTON DC/05MAY2003//  

AMPN/REF A IS MCO P5060.20, MARINE CORPS DRILL AND CEREMONIES 

MANUAL.//  

GENTEXT/REMARKS/  

1. THIS ALMAR REINFORCES THE IMPORTANCE OF OUR CUSTOMS AND 

TRADITIONS AND AMPLIFIES THE PROVISIONS OF THE REFERENCE FOR 

RENDERING SALUTES AND HONORS TO THE NATIONAL FLAG; THE 



PROPER CONDUCT OF THE MARINE CORPS BIRTHDAY CAKE CUTTING 

CEREMONY; AND THE PLAYING OF THE MARINES' HYMN.  

2. CUSTOMS AND TRADITIONS PROVIDE A LINK TO THE PAST; THEY BOND 

MARINES WHO HAVE GONE BEFORE WITH MARINES WHO WILL CARRY 

THE TORCH THROUGH THE FUTURE. ANY LOSS OF TRADITION OR 

IMPROPER OBSERVATION OF CUSTOM BLURS OUR IDENTITY AND 

WEAKENS US AS AN INSTITUTION. THROUGH THE FAITHFUL ADHERENCE 

BY COMMANDERS AND EACH INDIVIDUAL MARINE, WE PRESERVE OUR 

IDENTITY AND REPUTATION AS A UNIQUE AND ELITE FIGHTING 

ORGANIZATION.  

3. SALUTING. A RECENT CHANGE TO THE LAW HAS AUTHORIZED 

ACTIVE DUTY AND RETIRED SERVICE MEMBERS TO SALUTE THE 

NATIONAL COLORS, WHETHER COVERED OR UNCOVERED, INDOORS 

OR OUT. BY CUSTOM AND TRADITION, MARINES DO NOT RENDER THE 

HAND SALUTE WHEN OUT OF UNIFORM OR WHEN UNCOVERED. LET 

THERE BE NO CONFUSION; THAT HAS NOT CHANGED. DURING THE 

PLAYING OF THE NATIONAL ANTHEM, OR THE RAISING, LOWERING, 

OR PASSING OF THE NATIONAL FLAG, MARINES WILL CONTI NUE TO 

FOLLOW NAVAL TRADITIONS AND THE POLICY / PROCEDURES 

CONTAINED IN REFERENCE (A). SPECIFICALLY, MARINES NOT IN 

UNIFORM WILL FACE THE FLAG, STAND AT ATTENTION, AND PLACE 

THE RIGHT HAND OVER THE HEART.  

IF COVERED, MARINES NOT IN UNIFORM WILL REMOVE THE IR 

HEADGEAR WITH THE RIGHT HAND AND PLACE THEIR RIGHT HAND 

OVER THEIR HEART. WHEN THE FLAG IS NOT PRESENT, MARINES 

WILL ACT IN THE SAME MANNER WHILE     



 

  
 

FACING IN THE DIRECTION OF THE MUSIC. IN CASES SUCH AS INDOOR 

CEREMONIES, WHEN MARINES ARE IN UNIFORM AND UNCOVERED, 

THEY WILL FACE THE FLAG, OR THE DIRECTION OF THE MUSIC WHEN 

THE FLAG IS NOT PRESENT, AND STAND AT ATTENTION.   
4. THE MARINE CORPS BIRTHDAY CAKE CUTTING CEREMONY. THE 

MARINE CORPS BIRTHDAY CAKE CUTTING CEREMONY IS ONE OF OUR 

TIME-HONORED TRADITIONS IN GARRISON, IN THE FIELD, AND IN 

COMBAT. ONE OF THE MOST IMPORTANT ELEMENTS OF THE CEREMONY 

IS THE TRADITIONAL RECOGNITION OF THE OLDEST AND YOUNGEST 

MARINES PRESENT. TO CLARIFY THE LANGUAGE IN REFERENCE (A), THE 

COMMANDER CUTS THE CAKE AND HANDS THE FIRST PIECE TO THE 

GUEST OF HONOR. THEN THE COMMANDER HANDS THE SECOND PIECE OF 

CAKE TO THE OLDEST MARINE PRESENT AS A SIGN OF HONOR AND 

RESPECT TO EXPERIENCE AND SENIORITY. AFTER TAKING A BITE, THE 

OLDEST MARINE PASSES THE SECOND PIECE OF CAKE, AND A CLEAN 



FORK, DIRECTLY TO THE YOUNGEST MARINE PRESENT; THIS ACTION 

SYMBOLIZES THE PASSING OF WISDOM, KNOWLEDGE, AND EXPERIENCE, 

AS WELL AS TRUST AND CONFIDENCE IN THOSE WHO WILL CONTINUE TO 

CARRY ON OUR MARINE CORPS TRADITIONS.  

5. PLAYING OF THE MARINES' HYMN. THE MARINES' HYMN IS THE 

OFFICIAL HYMN OF THE MARINE CORPS. IT IS THE SONG OF PRAISE TO 

OUR INSTITUTION AND THE LYRICS ARE A DIRECT TRIBUTE TO OUR 

WARFIGHTING CULTURE. BY CUSTOM AND TRADITION, THE MARINES' 

HYMN IS THE LAST SONG PLAYED AT CEREMONIES AND GATHERINGS OF 

MARINES. ALTHOUGH THE REFERENCE ALLOWS FOR THE PLAYING OF 

SPECIAL MUSIC REQUESTS BEFORE THE MARINES' HYMN, SUCH AS 

"ANCHOR'S AWEIGH," THIS IS BY EXCEPTION AND AT THE DISCRETION OF 

THE LOCAL COMMANDER.  

6. ONE OF OUR HALLMARKS AS MARINES IS THAT WE ARE AS GOOD ON 

PARADE AS WE ARE IN THE ATTACK. OUR SHARP APPEARANCE - IN AND 

OUT OF UNIFORM - AND OUR SUCCESS IN BATTLE ARE TWO IMPORTANT 

PARTS OF OUR IDENTITY. WE TAKE PRIDE IN OUR TRADITIONS, AND 

THEIR UNIFORM APPLICATION, WHEREVER MARINES ARE ASSIGNED.  

SEMPER FIDELIS, 

JAMES T. CONWAY, 

GENERAL, U.S. MARINE CORPS, COMMANDANT OF THE MARINE CORPS.  

 

_______________________________________________________________________

_____ 
 

Subject: Requested 4 rosters (Active & Archive Oregon Columbia River Chapter; Oregon at 

large Active & Archive) 
  

Gary,  

  

June asked me to send the 4 rosters to you.  

  

Thank you,  

Lindsey Parra 

_______________________________________________________________________

_____ 

Thanks Lindsey - they look great, and I'm pleased that you have been added to the staff. 

  

I'll match them to what we have and inform you folks of any changes needed. 

  

Happy New Year! 

  



...Gary Brannan 

 
_______________________________________________________________________

______ 

Howdy Gary, 

  

Thank you for your interest in knowing who your chapter members, past and present 

are.  I have to say, you are among the hardest working First Marine Division Association 

members we have when it comes to working for the betterment of the human side of our 

Association. 

  

I have high hopes that in 2017 other chapters, blessed with a member of your caliber will 

take your lead and extend an equal interest in their members; bring back those past 

members who have drifted away, connect with current members that may often feel 

ignored and most importantly, reach out to prospective members that HAVE been 

ignored.   

  

I see better days ahead. Keep up the great job you are doing in helping with the TAPS 

section of the President's Blast and for pitching in on the human interest sections as well. 

 

As long as we have someone like Lindsey running our electronic media operation I am 

sure we will get lots done electronically, however 4 ( hard ? ) copies may not seem like 

much but multiply that times 42 viable recipient chapters and that runs into some serious 

cost in supplies, mailing and labor hours ( pay ). I encourage the chapter to reproduce 

locally material we provide electronically. I hate to admit that we had to let our last I-T 

person go because we had a horrible time being reimbursed by the IRS, California tax 

people ( there are at least 3 ) fees and fines wrongly lodged against the FMDA plus  an 

impossible time with collecting administrative fees owed to the general fund.    

 

President Rios, El Jefe 

_______________________________________________________________________

_______ 

Thanks Vince - I hope 2017 will be a very good year for our Association & Corps. 

  

...Gary 

 



  

NEW MEMBERS   

 

 OUR GOAL : Every member recruit at least one 

member. 

                                     -President Vince Rios 

  
   

 

  

GENERAL FUND DONATIONS   

All FMDA Members please use your USAA card- the First Marine 

Division Association, Inc gets a small but helpful rebate. 



  

  

TAPS 



 

 

Trainees at the Body Bearer Ceremonial Drill School stand behind an empty casket 

during a training drill in the dim light of a subterranean parking garage. The Marines 

gather before dawn to train beside the flag-draped casket and a black coffin lid on the 

wall bearing the inscription: "The Last to Let You Down." They are the Body Bearers at 

Arlington National Cemetery. But they cannot prepare for those  moments like the  sight 

of a boy at his father's funeral dressed in the fallen Marine's oversized uniform, or the 

sound of a K-9 service dog whimpering as the Body Bearers inter its handler. 

_______________________________________________________________________

_ 

 

Say a prayer for "Darkhorse" 3rd Battalion 5th Marines and their families. They 
lost these Marines in Afghanistan:       
Justin Allen, 23 

Brett Linley, 29 

Matthew Weikert, 29 

Justus Bartett, 27 

Dave Santos, 21 

Chase Stanley, 21  
Jesse Reed, 26 

Matthew Johnson, 21  
Zachary Fisher, 24 

Brandon King, 23 

Christopher Goeke, 23 

Sheldon Tate, 27 



 
>>>> All are Marines that gave their lives for YOU. Please Honor THEM by 
forwarding this. 
_______________________________________________________________________

__ 

 
____________________________________________________________ 



 
 

  
 

_______________________________________________________________________

___________ 



 



  

  

 


