
 "If you don't read the Blast, you are uninformed, if you read something else you 

are misinformed." 

-El Jefe 
 

FIRST MARINE DIVISION ASSOCIATION 

 

   
 

" If we are to guard against ignorance and remain free, it is the 

responsibility of every American to be informed " 

-  Thomas Jefferson   

( Read the BLAST ) 
 

  

PHOTO OF THE WEEK 

 



 

 

This is just one way we can extend our  Outreach and such a privilege -OO 

RAH 

Semper Fi 

Mickey Christiason, FMDA Life Member, 

  -  MCL Sgt at Arms 

  

MONEY MATTERS 

_______________________________________________________________________

________ 

GENERAL FUND 

Bank of America Checking 

Beginning Balance (1/17/17)               $76,582.39 

Credits, Total                                         $4,526.00 



Debits, Total                                          $3,586.35 

Ending Balance (01/23/17)                  $77,522.04 

  

Gentlemen: For many years on the Bench, also as a Superior Court 

appointed Special Master, and as a Litigating Attorney I have dealt with 

Forensic Accountants, Actuaries, Business Appraisers, Construction Cost 

Experts and others making dazzling presentations in expectation of winning 

a case. The more we dig looking for the answer as to how come in 2016-

2017, we are dealing with dueling contentions as to about monies owed 

between two Corporations but without any allegations that any person stole 

anything. Vince's argument about owning under to 20% rule has been shot 

down. We are getting buried in paperwork over about $25K that allegedly 

went to FMDA from FMDASF in more monies for Admin fees than they 

actually rated. I forget if the Movie Hair or Jesus Christ Super Star had the 

song "Let the Sun Shine In." They were both playing down the street from 

me when I lived at 540 Mason [& Sutter] across from the Marine Memorial 

Club. To let the Sun shine in tomorrow, if you are inclined to stop the 

madness, then Vince and Carl, with the support of their Corporations, call it 

off and S.F. Pay the $9,600, through 2016, and the $200, per month in 2017, 

so we are done before the Division Anniversary. WE can then gather around 

the fire pit outside the Staff Club, and sing the Hymn to Franklin: You 

know, "Him, Him, F - - - Him!!!" Otherwise, dig deep and find some 

written deal plus check log, or other financial log, showing where the 

money transferred out of FMDASF and into FMDA to comprise the $25K. 

The Auditors only put down numbers fed to them but do not cross reference 

to and between Corporations. So, if one entity has an entry not reflected in 

the others financial data labeled the same way the issue is not solved. Do 

not dazzle each other with Corporate jargon, LIFO/FIFO, Cash/Accrual, 

Best Practices, GAP or other such distractions to the lay person. Find 

Corporate minutes defining the "Deal" or even a Cocktail Napkin as a 

writing. Next, find the transfer of monies out of FMDASF and into FMDA. 

I thought that 2009 was pertinent to MAYBE building up prepaid credits 

but now find some heretofore obscure document for S.F. to pay the 

equivalent of half of SgtMaj Duff's salary for a few months without an 

explanation that clarifies adequately W/O further digging. It then requires 



we dig into 1010, monies transfers between the corporations too [Non-

refundable]. Carrying prepaid Admin fees on the books of one Corporation 

does not make it so unless reflected on the books of the other Corporation. 

We still need to locate the actual transfer records out and in to verify the 

funding. Do we go there next or will the Sun Shine In Tomorrow? If you 

want, tell me you are getting out of the Franklin sand box and will head for 

Camp Del Mar Beach without me. After all, you guys can and should solve 

these issues best on tour own. What say you? Do we continue to march or 

send me to the rear with the Gear & the Beer??? Vince and Carl discuss this 

and let me know. 

As a Judge I have always told Litigants that the best resolution is one that 

the Parties work out having been fully informed of the various positions and 

facts. If agreeable to both Corporations I support this resolution too. An 

Immediate supplemental Presidents Blast might be a good way to head off 

any potential preparation and expectation for a floor fight at the 

Anniversary. Please make sure that the EXCOM/DALs and Board of the 

FMDASF are good with this and it is not unilateral action of Vince and 

Carl. Just a call around or Email to the pertinent Members is fine and not 

needing a formal Meeting to round up all the players. I am seeing an EYE 

doctor this afternoon so I can read all those Corporate financial documents 

W/O a Magnifying Glass. Instead, I will be reading the label on Margarita 

Mix and Cuervo! Mahalo for all in working out these issues BEFORE the 

Anniversary. You guys are really tough Marines and Litigators. ALOHA! 

David M. Franklin 

_____________________________________________________________

_________________________________________ 

Jerry Reed and I, are ready to concede the $25,000 without prejudice as 

stated several times in the past. I will bring it up to the FMDASF, Inc. 

Board as a motion and will be back to all. 

 

The Issue remaining is that the $ 9600 (4 years X $2400) should be reduced 

by the prepaid balance for yearend 2012 of $4,502. This prepaid is on the 

books of account kept by Jim Zalpis for both the FMDA and the FMDASF, 

Inc.  It was also on both Corporation final WR&R audited financial 

statements and this was relieved by Jerry from the 2016 Scholarship 



recently. It was also in the tax returns of both corporations sign by FMDA 

Management. (Jim Zalpis and Vince Rios in separate years I believe.) 

 

9,600 - $4,502 = $ 5,098 balance due. 

 

I will agree to pay the $200 a month for 8 months of 2017 a total of $1,600 

ASAP. I have a problem with making a prepaid commitment for the new 

incoming FMDA Officers and Chairman of the FMDASF past the current 

Officers term.   

 

Let me know. 

 

Semper Fidelis, 

Carl W. 

_____________________________________________________________

________________________________________ 
   

Your Honesty, 

 

Payback is now for the Scholarship Fund : No promo in the OBN, no link 

on the FMDA website, No accolades in the Blast, No mention/solicitation at 

El Jefe's speeches to " deep pockets ", No increase in donors, No increase in 

$'s, No admin services ( asap ), no FMDA connection with the active duty 

Marines, No request for " voluntary " interest on unpaid administrative fees. 

What remains is a fractured corporation, increasingly crumbling in 

reputation. Scholarship Fund, come clean and as the " Kinder, Gentler " 

President, I will help salvage your operation.  

 

El Jefe was not elected to be the Scholarship Fund's lackey. He was elected 

to act in the best interest of the FMDA members. If the membership 

expected the appox 25K the Scholarship Fund is attempting to steal by hook 

or crook from the FMDA, to go to the Scholarship Fund they would have 

sent them to the Scholarship Fund  -   FMDA staff is diligently giving out 

the forwarding address. 

 

El Jefe will be merrily  motoring soon to the FMDA abode aboard Camp 

Pendleton with visions of the fantasy that Carl Wendhold and Jerry Reed, 



two honorable Marines, promise to play out at the Pacific Views facilities, ( 

of which you provide a glimpse above ) dancing in his head and a loving 

ditty in his heart to the tune of the Marine Hymn.  

 

But I too have a proposal: Honor James T. Allison's rendered opinion and 

settlement plan  -  " SCHOLARSHIP FUND, PAY YOUR DEBT TO THE 

FIRST MARINE DIVISION ASSOCIATION. " I am trekking to California 

to correct an injustice, not to "cut a deal." 

 

Need I remind anyone that it was the SF that chose by nefarious means, to 

break away from the FMDA and that this President has no desire to engage 

in any further business transactions with the SF so the ludicrous SF offer to 

pay $200 for 8 months in 2017 is moot. And as for Carl Wenhold and Jerry 

Reed  " ready to concede the $25,000 without prejudice and will bring it UP 

to the FMDASF Board ,"  bring it UP, and take  the money to California 

with you.  

 

I have suggested, in all sincerity that the SF engage the Marine Corps 

Association scholarship fund to administer the SF's  scholarship 

program  -  at a much less cost than the 20% payable to the FMDA. It would 

be of benefit to both corporations and I eagerly encourage its immediate 

acceptance and implementation. Make the motion and I'll take the vote. 

 

The talents of the most competent and trustworthy Marines I know, Jame T. 

Allison and James Zalpis will be there to greet El Jefe to " let the Sun shine 

in ", with an invoice ( the 3rd )  for administrative fees for 2012 through 

June 2016, another for July, 2016 through December, 2016 ( the 1st ), and 

another for the month of January, 2017 supported by meticulous 

documentation of records officially filed and accepted as accurate.  

 

Semper Fi, 

President Vince Rios 

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________ 

Anniversary/Reunion Are Shaping Up 



Yea Team FMDA !  

The Division Anniversary and 2017 Reunion have been posted to the Web 

Site! 

Kudos to FMDA staff (Sgt Maj Vasquez, June Cormier, and Lindsey Parra) 

Extra special Kudos to Jim Fairbairn for securing the fantastic bargain 

through Ray Casey; $119 per night, for a max of 150 rooms, no penalty for 

not filling all block of rooms. 

Aloha to all. 

- His Honor, Super Eagle, David Franklin  

  

AMERICA'S HEROS  



 



  

 

I had the privilege of visiting one of our Marine Warriors at the Long Beach 

VA Hospital-wounded in Vietnam SSgt Josef Burghardt of the 1st Marine 

Division (Blue Diamond) comrade of SgtMajor Eddie Neas of New Jersey 

who attended our last MC L Detachment Meeting. Eddie told me Josef 

needed some new socks and a visitor so it was my privilege to go see him 

and take him some socks. I also invited him to a future MCL Meeting and 



the First Marine Division Association Headquarters when he gets back 

home  -   he and I can car pool from his home in Fountain Valley.  His son 

is a retired Marine Master Sgt with EOD and now a contractor in the Middle 

East so I extended him an invitation to  our meetings as well next time he is 

back home! 

Semper Fi 

Mickey Christiason, FMDA Life Member, 

  -  MCL Sgt at Arms 

 

  

ATTENTION MEMBERS  

 ELECTION FOR FMDA ASSOCIATION 

OFFICES: 2017 

  
PLEASE SUBMIT YOUR BIOGRAPHIES TO FMDA 

HEADQUARTERS AS SOON AS POSSIBLE TO 

APPEAR IN THE 1ST QUARTER OBN   

  

Please register ASAP, so that we at the 

Headquarters can get a good count of who is 

attending the 76th Anniversary of our 1st Marine 

Division. 

  

SUPER SHUTTLE 

76th Anniversay Commemoration   
Shared ride shuttle discount $2.50 off original price one way and $5.00 

off original price round trip 



PLEASE CALL (800) 258-3826 

OR CLICK ON THE LINK BELOW   

http://www.supershuttle.com/default.aspx?GC=3X6Z5  

Give Code 3X6Z5 

  

  

Tentative Meeting Schedule 

Wednesday 1 February 2017  

Lunch will be available at 1130 @ Pacific Views Event 

Center   

Board of Directors Meeting: 1300  

Executive Board Meeting: 1400 

Iron Mikes Room 

  

                                               76th Anniversary Commemoration, Camp 

Pendleton 

  

                                                Monday, 30 January - Friday, 3 February 

2017 

  

                                                         Please click for Registration Form 

  

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001q7grYu1mgFhE5Y-H4voppqFbnHMwpdohyn1TuJhhwxR0h6tX3Pg720eOslTurVIhVgtboZrYTVJLaxXPvsjQL3Wcyj2OrEvbTPCY6dHvzPGNoOAVgLdcbtZxI364S1-MZ8qeYkUl_S2fRPlDGknpSEODrh7l-bzh7D80O-I2HNm5zTLxZ3h9bgY7w1PA3c8XOK5oNOAsrtjR0whRJhSuZg==&c=jxy-whdls7cPokfTOL088kXmXp2rJGSz2U6x5s8G7MheSgTenrsJ4A==&ch=z6hb6um7lAAQU755osP27sOwYpElK187U0WMa0qJJEdOirS1BopLjg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001q7grYu1mgFhE5Y-H4voppqFbnHMwpdohyn1TuJhhwxR0h6tX3Pg723uNNtWBpTkQwYrECbujai1fzK_sTRWtY-VIoDCtG86xiIgkgNg5GoIzxSwpHqNHFk61sPlOt-AUJomuLykIysA3XfWXdbW2aN8PaOIIPpQzuzLZLwH7rGyfKgefGfu5wEqfrmU-WSFy72j_pSdhyWoi8YU3bwzJFznLVUAJHzm8R0QNVpY_lia3pu_K77sYCc5uzN6kXyyr&c=jxy-whdls7cPokfTOL088kXmXp2rJGSz2U6x5s8G7MheSgTenrsJ4A==&ch=z6hb6um7lAAQU755osP27sOwYpElK187U0WMa0qJJEdOirS1BopLjg==


  

  

VALOR TOURS: VICKI MIDDAUGH 800-842-4504 9-5 PST 

5% REFUND 

  



GUADALCANAL TOUR - 75TH ANNIVERSARY AND 

DEDICATION OF BLOODY RIDGE NATIONAL 

PARK         $3,800.00 EST. 

  

MILITARY HISTORICAL TOURS: WARREN WEIDHAM, 

JOHN POWELL, JAMIE ? 

  

OKINAWA: JUNE 17, 2017              $3,800.00 

IWO JIMA-GUAM-PELELIU          $3,995.00 

IWO JIMA ALONE                           $1,595.00 

GUAM (3-NIGHTS)-PELELIU        $2,600.00 

  

Semper Fi, 

Tom McLeod 

Historian, 1st Marine Division Assn. 

306 Forest Lake Dr. 

Texarkana, Texas 75503-1940 

Home: 903-793-1452 

Cell: 903-278-5004 

Tom's Tips: 

"Always address the issue, never the person causing it." 

"What a gift it would be if I could see myself as others see me." 

"It's not the truth that hurts, it's the sudden realization of it." 

"It is better to die for your principles than to live without them." 

"Our enlistment has a start and finish date. Our Oath of Allegiance does not." It 

states: "Prepare to defend this great nation against all enemies, both foreign and 

domestic." 

"Pray for the best. Prepare for the worst." 

"History is always written by the victors. Whether right or wrong, the vanquished 

are forced to live by it." 

"Never ask a skinny man where to eat!" 

  

 

The Japanese Government allows Iwo Jima Association of America (IJAA) 

to return to Iwo Jma annually for a Joint Reunion of Honor (ROH) 

Memorial Service with our US Iwo Jima vets and their families and the 

bereaved families of those fallen Japanese servicemen. The ROH serves to 



honor those who fought and fell and strengthens the bonds between our two 

countries to ensure we never forget our veterans. 

Our Iwo Jima veterans gave so much of themselves, and some of their 

comrades, as we know, gave all... There are those veterans still able to 

travel who long to return to the site of that terrible battle that has become so 

much a part of Marine Corps Legacy. They long to return, some for closure, 

some to honor their fallen comrades, some for reasons known only to 

themselves. Given that they are, for the most part, on a fixed income and 

unable to fund their return, the (IJAA) accepts the task of raising funds to 

fulfill that desire. We ask for your help to make that happen, and to that end, 

offer the below link for your donation or to share, and invite you to check 

out our website www.iwojimaassociation.org. IJAA is a 501 ( C ) (3) Non-

profit Public Charity- IRS Tax #80-0255086. 

  
https://www.gofundme.com/iwo-jima-veterans-return 

  

Thank you for your consideration.....and Semper Fidelis, 

  

LtCol Raul (Art) Sifuentes 

USMC (Ret) 

IJAA 

 

  

NEWS FROM MEMBERS/CHAPTERS 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001q7grYu1mgFhE5Y-H4voppqFbnHMwpdohyn1TuJhhwxR0h6tX3Pg72_tYmbCR3Zz2W9oWYcrS5vekKVUkIfUPmZGAQ0RK6pLmLNO1In91H3oDyfFsnmPkifAY-IFIvboC--Nr5Z5dKGQT1F7l5WWhMa2UcfNKjKhLMZTYUS6odIzLR1mLG3Gs_w==&c=jxy-whdls7cPokfTOL088kXmXp2rJGSz2U6x5s8G7MheSgTenrsJ4A==&ch=z6hb6um7lAAQU755osP27sOwYpElK187U0WMa0qJJEdOirS1BopLjg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001q7grYu1mgFhE5Y-H4voppqFbnHMwpdohyn1TuJhhwxR0h6tX3Pg72_tYmbCR3Zz2SBKJP-pQcDU4TcLJTXOzPt4OhRqnawh6Li750dUjh9Kq_9FJirRRHd6K4X40HMfKdcP0HTeyfC81sER6US3aYCQWPOsNj5dE_2kPGVcXwyOO8ZGXji-72XAupfLq5fGffds8M-kXing=&c=jxy-whdls7cPokfTOL088kXmXp2rJGSz2U6x5s8G7MheSgTenrsJ4A==&ch=z6hb6um7lAAQU755osP27sOwYpElK187U0WMa0qJJEdOirS1BopLjg==


  



 



  

YOU NEED TO KNOW  

  

  

NEW MEMBERS  

 



 OUR GOAL: Every member recruit at least one 

member. 

                                     -President Vince Rios 

  
  

Joseph Tomeo Ray Willis 
 

  

GENERAL FUND DONATIONS  

All FMDA Members please use your USAA card- the First Marine 

Division Association, Inc gets a small but helpful rebate. 

  

  



TAPS 

  



  

  

 

President Vince Rios 

First Marine Division Association 

Office (760) 763-3268 President Vince Rios (817) 847-9954 

President Vince Rios E-mail vrmarine@msn.com 

Please visit our website: 1stmarinedivisionassociation.org 

P.O. Box 9000, Box # 902 

http://ui.constantcontact.com/sa/fwtf.jsp?m=1102350575810&a=1127005673184&ea=thegoldcountry%40yahoo.com


Oceanside, CA 92051 

(760) 763-3268 

  

 

 

 

 

 


