“If you don't read the Blast, you are uninformed, if you read something
you are misinformed."
-El Jefe

FIRST MARINE DIVISION ASSOCIATION
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" Wisdom is sold in the desolate market where none come to buy "
- Georges Braque, 188103

PHOTO OF THE WEEK




| H;owgl ng does it takethe

'Y .

V
o

ANS: An average personwill
Never be' a,U.S. Marine:

AMERICA'S HEROS




pillien . AN URniEE IR RS
Marine Corps Expeditionary Ground Forces in South

Vietnam:
July, 1965

From the Headquarters

70th Annual Reunion Journ®dvertising Rate
SheetNorfolk VA

Click here to view document



http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001KkH-WKFosyj77UysbBEPvAcJuiXqEgSIEjJ36fDkw9RotJq_tuf-Usqn8nT9ZhU0xEYGZqez-Qu3dIwNDLOoUFohL92yi6BLD9FwpJW0Up_Lo30HZUvFa6DUWkJMte0Pne3OriVlzMi3cQ_5QQHLYd1m491ERQp-TduOAc_mAvpnUG6xL3HH8qv7uBJXmTmHHYLy0dArHK3teCqnRYnhEKZzpCMZSUQBUEhy8aPGtpI6Qq_d9GhBgminz4ogaMJW&c=rhISRVMKm9IEQaCdMxaHXRHtc6r5UVnRdOPg72QRWFDyT7hcECw-OQ==&ch=qZ7YkbuRhc52FoG0z_0pELUrY98RZmYNa5vsBi5D5IBoUMMOXFG0IA==

The Deadline is quickly approaching!
Please sahads to FMDA Headquarters by June 1f
2017

Chapters/Members who have sent their ads in:

1/5 Vietham Veterans
Central Florida Chapter
Golden Gate Chapter
New York Chapter

SoCal Chapter

Rocky Mountain Chapter
Geage Meyer

USAA

St. Louis Chapter

Oregon / Columbia River Chapter
Colorado River Chapter
Vince Rios

Redwood Empire Chapter
Military Historical Tours
Houston Chapter

Liberty Bell Chapter

C. Russ Smith

Gerry Rogers
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GENERAL FUND

Bank of America Checking

Beginning Balancg06/05/17)) $65,943.83
Credits, Total $1,511.63
Debits, Total $475.00
Ending Balance (06/12/17) $66,980.46

Accounts Receivable ( past due ) $23,106.34
Scholarship Fund, FMDA.

"READ THE BLAST ON THE WEB, IN FACT VISIT THE FMDA
WEBSITE FOR EVERYTHING: 1stmarinedivisionassociation.org .
IT'S THE PERFECT PLACE TO LEARN SOMETHING ABOUT
EVERYTHING AND EVERYTHING ABOUT SOMETHING. "

P payPal

THANK YOU TO ALL MEMBERS WHO DONATE
THROUGH PAYPAL WHICH HELPS THE
ASSOCIATION.

2017 REUNION SHAPE UP

TO ALL,




70TH ANNUAL REUNION NORFOLK, VA
PLEASE CONTACT JIM FAIRBAIRN (REUNION
DESTINATION COMMITTEE)
FOR ALL QUESTIONS AND INQUIRES.
TELEPHONE: (972) 6444122
EMAIL:JMFCMFBAIRN@MSN.COM

REUNI

To subscribe call 800/366-9192

1% MARINE DIVISION 2017 REUNION
NORFOLK, VA / JULY 31 - AUGUST 6, 2017

Welcome to Norfolk

Greater Norfolk's dramatic history and the history of our country began in 1607 when
three ships of English settlers landed near the mouth of the Chesapeake Bay. Today,
the past and present are intertwined in the sights and sounds of a modern city that
solidly embraces its 400-year old roots. The 2017 1* Marine Division Reunion program
will provide the opportunity to return to your ship, as well as experience the area's
history, modern day revitalization and strong military presence. Planned events will
include a Norfolk City Tour, Naval Base Harbor Cruise, MacArthur Memorial, Lunch or
Dinner Cruise, and a tour of the USS Wisconsin Battleship. Norfolk is the perfect choice
for the 2017 Reunion, and will provide many opportunities to relax and enjoy your family
and friends in this ideal setting.

Hotel Information
We will be staying at the Norfolk Waterside Marriott July 31-August 6, 2017, located at 235 E Main St., Norfolk,
VA 23410. The hotel is conveniently located near many of the area's top attractions.

The room rate is $119.00 plus tax per night. Breakfast coupons will be available upon check-in. For those of
you who choose to arrive early or stay after the reunion ends, the same room rate will be available for three
days prior and three days after, based on availability. For those who choose to extend their stay the group rate
is available up to 3 days before and after, based on availability. If you have any trouble getting a room at the
group rate call MRP @ 817-251-3551 for assistance. You may also email: info@militaryreunionplanners.com.




The room rate is $119.00 plus tax per night. Breakfast coupons will be available upon check-in. For those of
you who choose to arrive early or stay after the reunion ends, the same room rate will be available for three
days prior and three days after, based on availability. For those who choose to extend their stay the group rate
is available up to 3 days before and after, based on availability. If you have any trouble getting a room at the
group rate call MRP @ 817-251-3551 for assistance. You may also email: info@militaryreunionplanners.com.

Call the Norfolk Waterside Marriott direct at 757-627-4200. When calling
the hotel, please make sure you tell them you are attending the 1 Marine
Division Reunion. It is always best to make your reservation directly with
the hotel and not a central hotel-chain call center. MRP has negotiated
numerous amenities for you that the call centers may not be aware of. For
best results, call during business hours on week days. If you have any
trouble getting a room at the group rate please call MRP at 817-251-3551.

Make your reservations NOW, you may cancel your hotel up to 72 hours
prior to arrival and not be charged. The hotel is holding rooms until they
sell out or July 14, 2017, whichever comes first.

Airport Transportation & Parking
For those of you flying to the reunion, the closest airport is Norfolk International (ORF). Cabs, Uber & LYFT are
available from ORF with the latter being the most reasonable by far. The Marriott has covered parking on-site
for $13/day reduced from $20/day.

Travel safely and we will ....

See you in Norfolk!

EXCELLENCE IN REUNION PLANNING

1° MARINE DIVISION REUNION RESERVATION FORM

>>> Mail this completed form with a check payable to: MRP, Box 1588, Colleyville, TX 76034

DATE ] TIME EVENT COST | QTY | TOTAL
Registration Fee (for primary registrant/spouse/1™ guest) | $55 pp
Registration Fee for additional guests 12 and up $25 pp
Registration Fee for additional guests, Ages 1-11 $15 pp
Tue 8/1 | 1300-1700 | Event A: Norfolk City Tour w/MacArthur Memorial $35 pp
Wed 8/2 | 1000-1400 | Event B: Nauticus & USS Wisconsin Tour $34 pp
Thu 8/3 | 1800-2130 | Event C: Spirit of Norfolk Dinner Cruise $79 pp
Fri8/4 | 1015-1315 | Event D: Sightseeing Harbor & Naval Station Cruise $45 pp
' Sat8/5 | 1000-1200 | Ladies Lunch in the Hotel - Plated Chicken Picatta | $22pp

Sat 8/5 1800 Farewell Banquet Dinner — make selection below
Prime Rib with Herb Jus & Horseradish Cream | $45 pp

Fresh Atlantic Salmon Leeks and Lobster Butter | $42 pp

Chicken Marsala in a Brown Mushroom Sauce | $39 pp
Italian Manicotti (Vegetarian) | $32 pp

Non-refundable Late Reservation Fee
(If registering after June 19, 2017)

Reunion Cancellation Insurance: Protect your $$ | $15 pp

$15 pp

TOTAL




>>> PLEASE PROVIDE THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION:

NAME (As you want it to appear on badge):

SPOUSE: GUEST(s):

ADDRESS: CITY: ST: ZIP:
PRIMARY PHONE: EMAIL ADDRESS:

EMERGENCY CONTACT: PHONE NUMBER:

RATE/RANK: UNIT/COMPANY:

First Reunion: Y__ N__ Describe any Special Needs:

RESERVATIONS ARE DUE BY June 19, 2017
Reservation money is non-refundable after due date unless Reunion Cancellation insurance is purchased above.
Insurance holders are eligible for a refund less processing fee until mid-night before the 1* day of the reunion.
Insurance ends once the reunion begins - notification in writing/email must be received prior to start of reunion.
Late reservations are accepted on a space available basis with a non-refundable $15 per person late fee.
For more info call MRP weekdays 9a-5pCST at 817-251-3551 or email: Info@MilitaryReunionPlanners.com

J\arriott.

NORFOLK WATERSIDE
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ADDENDUM LETTER

February 24, 2017

Name: Ray Casey

Job Title: President

Street Address: 407 W. College Street

City. State/Province: Grapevine, TX

Postal Code: 76051

Country: USA

Phone Number: 817-251-3551

Fax Number:

E-mail Address: raycasey@militaryreunionplanners.com
Dear Ray.

This letter serves as an addendum to the 1* Marine Reunion Contract for August 2017. The Norfolk
Waterside Marriott Hotel is confirming that the group will NOT be responsible or pay any attrition if the
contracted room block does not fully pick up by the cutoff date of Friday, July 14, 2017.

If the contents of this letter meet with your approval and consider all arrangements to be confirmed and
definite, please sign and date below.

Agreed & Accepted:
Signature Katie Castano
Title Date Title Date

1* Marine Reunion August 2017 The Norfolk Waterside Marriott Hotel




We have room for people 8@t up tables or displays to:
1. Sell books

2. Sell memorabilia

3. Advertise trips

4. ETC.

The following 3 Chapters now have hospitality rooms:
1. 1/5 Vietnam Chapter.

2. Bodfish Chapter

3. 1st Recon Battalion Association.

SICK BAY

Vince,
Do you have Charlie Kershaw's email address?

s/f
Mike Myatt

Howdy Mike,

Sorry it took me a couple of days to get back to you.
I've been bogged down with trips to and from
doctors' visits old wounds acting up...

| don't have Charlie's-mail address in my directpibut

| have a telephone number for him [( 760) €B39 |.

| believe it is still correct.| telephoned him and left a voice

mail message since there was no answer, and left ymaileddress.

I'll forward this message to June Cormier at our
FMDA HQ and she will get Charlie'sraail address to you on Monday.




Semper Fi,
Vince

Vince,
Thank you so muchTake care, my friend.
Your health is important to lots of people, including me!

S/t
Mike Myatt

YOU NEED TO KNOW

YOU NEED TO KNOW
Changes to the Old Breed News (OBN), effective 1 January 2017

CHECK ONE: 7/ \

[0 a. I wish to receive OBN in hard copy, enclosed.is my $50 donation.

O b. 1 wish to receive OBN in hard copy, but'cannot afford the $50 donation.

O c. 1 do not wish to receive OBN in hard copy: Vll receive it electronically only, but
enclosed is my $50 donation to help defray'publishing, shipping and handling.

O d. 1 wish to receive OBN electronically only. | cannot-afford the $50 donation,

Your Contact Information: PLEASE PRINT C,LEARLY
Name: N\ _ | Telephone:
Address: :
oY = Aty EMAIL ADDRESS
UNIT 1 SERVED IN = OATE CF BIRTH

Please complete & forward to June Cormier by Le_% (760) 763-3268, or
USMail: 1st Marine Division Association, P.O. Box 9000, Box #302, Oceanside, CA 92051

OBN is an excellent publication, and hopefully taking advantage of computer-based METHODS will help
our 1% Marine Division Association reduce its PRINTING, HANDLING, and MAILING costs. THANK YOU !!




FIrsT MARINE DI1vISION
COMMEMORATIVE LEGACY BOOK

An Invitation to Preserve Your Legacy of Service!
Wc are proud to announce that work is begin-

ning on a new book to document the history

of the “Old Breed” and the men and women who

FirsT MARINE have made this one of the most elite fighting forces
]) IVISION in the world.

Acclaim Press, one of our nation’s leading publish-
ers of commemorative history books, has been com-
missioned to oversee this landmark project, and the
book is being written by a team of our Association’s
most prominent members.

In addition to the Corps’ colorful history, this ex-
citing book will feature a special section showcasing
biographies of 1st Mar Div veterans, with “then and
now” photographs, and YOU are invited to partici-
pate. There will be no cost to have your biography
included!

Our book will feature veterans from all eras, from
World War II, to the jungles of Southeast Asia, and
our on-going action in Iraq and Afghanistan. Note:
all Ist Marine Division veterans are encouraged to
participate, even those who were active in peacetime
— all served with honor and distinction.

Widows, friends and family members are also en-
couraged 1o send in biographical portraits and ma-
terials for their loved ones now passed on—a perfect
tribute to your veteran’s service to our nation.

The book will also include special after action reports, stories and photographs from the membership,
tributes to our fallen brothers, and much more!

"k

¥ r»zrorpopco’

Commemorative Legacy Book

Pictured above is a rendering of the book cover. This will
be a 9x12-inch, hardbound “coffee-table” volume including
hundvreds of pages with historic photographs!

Stand-by...you will received a brochure in the U.S. Mail in late June 2017. The
brochure will include detailed information about the book, biography samples,
and ordering information. You may also contact Acclaim Press at:

wEB: WWW.ACCLAIMPRESS.COM
TOLL-FREE: 1-877-427-2665
EMAIL: FIRSTMARINEBOOK@ACCLAIMPRESS.COM
OR RANDYB@ACCLAIMPRESS.COM
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OUR GOAL : Every member recruit at least one
member.
-President Vince Rios

New Member Recruited By

The First Marine Division Association has not had much
active recruitment in quite awhile. Invest $35 to personally
recruit and sponsor some deservingoul. Set a good example.

| welcome any and all responses; I'll put themin the BLAST

and will list and applaud those who read thisand respond
with, " | just recruited my pal from my combat todrin the
subsequent issue.

President Rios




GENERAL FUND DONATIONS

All FMDA Members please use your USAA cardthe First Marine
Division Association, Inc gets a small but helpful rebate.

1ST MARINE DIVISTON ASSOCTATION

By making your contribution by credit card, your donation can help more quickly the FMDA fundraising
and administrative costs. (Note Credit Cards can be personal or Corporate.)

Type of Credit Card
Visa Master Card American Express Discover

Credit Card Number: Expiration Date

Name as it Appears on Card: Amount: §

Mailing Address:

City: State: Zip Code:
lTelephone Number: E-mail Address:
Signature: Date:

Funds received in response to this solicitation will not be subject to federal contribution limits.
To have an immediate impact you may also contribute to FMDA while online at:

www.1stmarinedivisionassociation.org

TAPS

William J, Brown of Leesburg, FL Passed on June 20, 2016







