President Rios says " What you are will show in what you do "
- Thomas A. Edison
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President Rios says " What you are will show in what you do "
- Thomas A. Edison
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ATTENTION MEMBERS: THE WEEKLY BLAST WILL
NOT APPEAR NEXT WEEK DUE TO STAFF BEING OFF
FOR THE HOLIDAY'S.
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Photo submitted by Gary Brannan.

MONEY MATTERS

GENERAL FUND
Bank of America Checking

Beginning Balance (12/08/16) $76,836.10
Credits, Total $1,521.00
Debits, Total $7,326.43
Ending Balance (12/15/16) $71, 030.67

The USAA On Line Solicitation pdf is at the very, very, very bottom of the Blast. It is also
a permanent fixture on future issues of the Blast.




Art Sharp did an "Excellent to Outstanding " job with the solicitation in the 2016 3rd
QTR OBN ( on the last page, inside back the cover ). Hopefully it will also appear in the
4th QTR OBN. Sandy Melander also, found it useful for our web.

Since Art and Sandy both mention that when the card user uses a USAA card - any
USAA card - the First Marine Division Association, Inc gets a small but helpful rebate
but first they have to get a USAA card so get your card soon and help us out.

Thanks again for keeping an eagle eye on our operations.

Hi, Vince.
I trust you are well. Good idea for your card to be in your OBN.

I would like to talk about the USAA points donation program with which FMDA has already
been the beneficiary.

When might you have 15 minutest to discuss?
Thanks, Doug

Doug Castle | SgtMaj USMC (Ret) | Military Affinity Management

On Line Solicitation
Howdy Doug Castle,

I want to see how we can make your USAA products available to the Camp Pendleton
Marines, whole sale, IF YOU AREN'T ALREADY. 1 like the credit card rebate
program and Jim Fairbairn thinks we should make the logo more Marine-recognizable,
he's right. He may have other ideas as well; I'll check.

Semper Fi,
Vince, El Jefe

Franklin !
Your Honor:

Here's hoping this finds you and your family and friends doing well and enjoying the
holidays. As always, | enjoyed reading your latest email, and I usually agree with your




"takes" about the FMDA. Wisdom is knowledge, fueled by experience, and | know from
your excellent participation over the years with FMDA affairs, you have significant
quantities of all those traits; and, you continue to use them generously to help the FMDA
succeed. Mahalo!

I will not be able to attend the 2017 1st Marine Division Anniversary,

HOWEVER if all goes according to plans I will be there in 2018. I will be leading a
tour group for Tex Stiteler and his team at Vietnam Battlefield Tours that is
scheduled to take place during Tet in 2018. The tour dates are 4 - 18 February,
2018, and we will be inside the Citadel Fortress of Hue on the 50th anniversary of
that battle - Phase 2 of Operation HUE CITY, which kicked off on 13 February
1968. So, for this old ""Hollywood Marine' who has been trapped east of the
Mississippi for over a decade, the timing is fortuitous. | will leave here in late
January, 2018, plan to stay in SoCal for a week or so to visit friends and family
attend the FMDA Anniversary events, then continue to Vietnam.

I would be interested in receiving the agenda for the next set of FMDA meetings at
the 2017 Anniversary. I'll send you my thoughts about what I think the major
issues are immediately facing the Association and their priorities, and see if any of
our members are able to attend; those participating in person, of course, will have
the final say. My main focus will be to identify some solutions, hopefully. I'll also let
y'all know about our 1/5VVA fund-raising plans for 2017, which include two
sporting clays shoots (PA and GA), a golf tournament in Macon, (GA) next fall, and
our annual Paper Bag Drawing at the reunion in Norfolk (VA), which will take
place in our 1/5VVA hospitality suite at the reunion in Norfolk, VA next August.

As always, we invite any and all members and friends of the FMDA to join us, and
also hopefully to help us, at all of these events. These Shoots, in particular, are
turning out to be gold mines that we plan to exploit, for as long as possible. We wish
to again thank Ed ""Tex"" Stiteler and all the Marines in the Alamo Chapter, who
took a chance and took point on this now very, very successful fund-raising
program, and have directly supported our Shoots up in Pennsylvania, over the past
few years. Without you guys, especially without your first Shoot, none of our
opportunities to have some fun and raise some money for a great cause would have
ever been planned. We know that the ""mutual support deal'* we shook hands on
four years ago has paid dividends in many ways, and we are happy to continue our
team agreement for future Shoots. The 2nd Annual Blue Diamond Sporting Clays
Shoot this past September was hugely successful and our targeted scholarships
received very significant contributions as a direct result of that success, and
commensurate with their involvement, help and support in this Shoot. Our
beneficiaries this year included the Sgt. Rodney M. Davis, USMC (MOH) Memorial
Scholarship program, which is managed and supported by the Community




Foundation of Central Georgia (CFCG); the Marine Corps Scholarship
Foundation, a wonderful organization that has funded over 37,000 Marine Corps-
related scholarships since their inception over 50 years ago. Of course, we also
supported the FMDA and its Scholarship Fund, as we have every year since our
inception in 2004.

The 3rd Annual Blue Diamond Shoot is scheduled to take place at Lehigh Valley
Sporting Clays in Coplay, PA, on Saturday, September 30, 2017. We will be
reaching out to our Shooters and Supporters right after the first of the year for
individual and team advance registrations (we're going to "'cap'* the number of
participating shooters at 150, which is pretty much a "'full house'). We have
developed a project team and steering committee of about a dozen people who are
committed to the success of this fund-raising event, comprised of several of the
1/5VVA volunteers and also several of our local supporters. There's always room
for more, so if you want to become more directly involved, just shoot me an email.

The 1st Annual Sgt. Rodney M. Davis, USMC (MOH) Memorial Sporting Clays
Championship is scheduled to take place at The Meadows Gun Club in Forsythe,
GA (20 miles north of Macon), on Saturday, 8 April 2017. This event will primarily
support the CFCG for the Sgt. Davis Scholarship, and possibly other scholarships.

As we have always done since we were officially recognized and chartered as the
first Unit Chapter of the 1st Marine Division Association, we invite each and every
person attending the FMDA Reunions to join us. Hopefully, our hospitality suite
will be available early during reunion week, and as soon as it is open for business,
everyone is invited. The coffee is always fresh in the morning....and it stays hot
throughout the day and into the evening. Our adult beverages are a *'self-help
honor system™ so the water, sodas and beer are always cold. Just toss a small
donation into the "'kitty"* can, and enjoy.

On Thursday evening of reunion week, we plan to either secure a large room in a
restaurant near the reunion hotel, or bring in catered food, and conduct our annual
fund-raiser dinner, which benefits the 1/5VVA. We are also investigating the idea
of having our annual fun fund-raiser dinner aboard a dinner cruise. No matter
where we are, everyone is invited to purchase tickets and join us.

On Saturday, our members will conduct our annual business meeting (any and
every life member, or dues-paying annual member, and any **friend"" of our
Association is invited) at around lunch time (after the FMDA biz meeting).
Following lunch, we will conduct our 1/5VVA business meeting in our hospitality
room, and after the meeting is concluded we will kick off our annual ""1/5VVA
Whine and Cheese Reception - We supply the wine and cheese - You supply the
Whine."" When you purchase Tickets you will have access to all the food and drink,




to all the gifts, and you will also be invited to contribute your "Bitches, Gripes and
Complaints, as long as they are and stay respectful, positive and constructive.” Our
Judges reserve the right to immediately jail offenders where they will be reluctantly
given water, bread.....and wine and cheese and beer and sodas, and anything else
that's available. Fines are donations to the cause, and the amount is commensurate
with the offense. All in fun, and all for a great cause. We are planning to video
record this gathering so all the bitches, gripes and complaints are recorded for
history. Or, not.....

There will definitely be dozens and dozens of gifts up for grabs during our annual
paper-bag gift drawings. Everyone in our Chapter knows to bring one gift (a guy
brings a gift for a guy, a gal for a gal, repeat frequently.) Gift Drawing Tickets are
on sale ($3.00 per ticket, or 4 Tickets for $10.00) as soon as our hospitality suite
opens; we have a lot of fun, and these events provide the necessary donations and
contributions that allow us to donate to both the FMDA and the FMDA
Scholarship Fund, based on need.

Bottom line, once we learn the 2017 FMDA Reunion plan, we will turn these plans
into pledges for our reunion fund-raising efforts. Hopefully, some people from the
FMDA and the SF, Inc. might be willing and able to contribute to our efforts, to
join us, which would put us in a position to contribute more.

I am still willing and able to organize and manage a PR program designed to widen
awareness of our reunion by folks on the east coast, and which will result in greater
attendance. At least one press release with the details should be pushed out thru
media outlets in the southeast of the US. Let me know if the FMDA wants to do
this.

Semper Fidelis!

Nicholas Warr, Treasurer
1/5 Vietnam Veterans Association

Anniversary/Reunion are shaping up

Yea Team FMDA !




The Division Anniversary and 2017 Reunion have been posted to the Web
Site!

Aloha to all.
- His Honor, Super Eagle

Howdy Nick,

Sorry you wont make the Anniversary Week at Camp Pendleton but Ooh RAH to your trip to
Vietnam.

Given that the Tet Offensive trip to Vietnam overlaps the 75th Anniversary Week at Camp
Pendleton, it is too bad you can't split participation at both, making for slimmer groups at both
events your draw will make . However, Scott Nelson has just re-upped in the FMDA and since
he was C.O. of Alpha-One-Five at Hue City during the Tet Offensive and he lives in California
he just might be available to play a role at the Anniversary Banguet, perhaps saying a few words,
giving individuals recognition, making awards - that sort of thing.

Charles Kershaw of Carlsbad, California is arranging the minting of 76th Anniversary
commemorative calling coins for the Anniversary Week. Maybe we could work this in. | believe
50th Anniversary Tet Offensive coins instead would be very appropriate and a bigger draw for
Vietnam War Vets to the Anniversary. National Office ( June ) is awaiting reply from General
Myatt's office of the Marines Memorial Association, in hopes of gaining his sponsorship of the
coins again this year.

Give me your thoughts.

Semper Fi,
President Vince Rios, El Jefe

Subject : RE: Anniversary Meetings
Vince,

| like everything in your message, except you have one thing out of whack: 1% Lt. Scott Nelson

spent a couple of days early in February, 1968, at the Phu Loc 6 Combat Base, and then he flew
on a chopper to the Lang Co Bridge and took command of Charlie Company; | think it was the

2" of February when that helicopter dropped him off.




Scott was firmly in command of Suicide Charlie on 13 February 1968 as Charlie Company's
Marines, with my platoon on point, attacked three times frontally into the teeth of a large number
of enemy soldiers during the course of that first day. We finally got two guys across the street in
that third attack, but neither of them could move an inch. We waited until after dark and then
those two guys had to sneak back across the street when it got dark. My platoon was decimated
on that first day.

After Hue City, Scott was replaced as the CO of Charlie 1/5 by a very senior captain, and he
took over the S-4 Shop. Two months later, Scott took command of Alpha 1/5, which position he
held for several months. | was his XO for six weeks during early summer of 1968.

S/IF

Nicholas Warr

Lt Nick: WOW! 1 have an interest in going especially if Mother John Mullan is going too. When
the activities are set let me know. Also, what other Battalions from the 5th Marines and
supporting units were involved. | know SgtMaj JJ Brown, SgtMaj Gaukler, and a couple LtCols
from other units in the Regiment are Retired here. Of course, all were of much more modest rank
in those days. In 1967-1968, | was teaching weapons and tactics at MCAS Yuma before leaving
for 4th Tanks @ Camp Elliott where LtCol Tom Vetter and | were both SSgts. OORAH!

Skipper Scott,

Have your ears been burning? Check out the e-mail string, below -> go to the bottom, and work
your way up. When you return, you'll know some of us have been talking about you, Scott
Nelson; but, don't worry, it's all good. I've taken the liberty to direct cc: and bcc: a few of the
guys | think may be interested in our plans, including Vince Rios, Dave Franklin, Ed "Tex"
Stiteler and, of course, Mother Mullan, as well as the leadership of the 1/5 Vietnam Veterans
Association and key, committed members who usually attend our reunions and other events each
year.

As you will also see, Vince Rios has suggested that you might be willing and able to speak or
otherwise participate in the 1% Marine Division Anniversary during the 1% week in February,
2017. 1 know that you would be perfect for a speech at the banquet if you are available and able,
Scott. Vince, please send Scott all the details. On that subject, | was very pleased to learn that
Charlie Kershaw from 1% Recon is helping out with the Commemorative Coin. This should be
another great Anniversary Get-together, and | will sorely miss being there this year.

This is an Overview of upcoming opportunities in 2017 & 2018, for 1/5 VVA gatherings and/or
reunions across the country, including:




1 76th Anniversary of the formation of the 1% Marine Division, Camp Pendleton,
CA; Monday, 30 January - Friday, 3 February 2017 (I will not be in attendance; looking
for one or more of our members to attend the FMDA Meetings to represent the 1/5

VVA).

] 8 April 2017 - 1% Annual Sgt. Rodney M. Davis, USMC (MOH) Sporting Clays
Championship; The Meadows Gun Club, Forsythe, GA (Attending + Work Party -
Driving)

1 8 - 20 August 2017 - FMDA Reunion, Norfolk, VA (Attending - Driving) NOTE:
Try another fund-raising golf tournament???

1 30 September 2017 - 3" Annual Blue Diamond Sporting Clays Championship,
Coplay, PA (Attending - Driving)

] Linwood Cemetery Charity Golf Tournament - October, 2017; Macon, GA

(Attending + Work Party - Driving)

1 2017 Hue City Memorial - Jacksonville, FL (Attending - Driving)

1 15t Week in February, 2018 - FMDA 1%t Marine Division 77" Anniversary; Camp
Pendleton, CA (Attending - Flying)

1 4 - 18 February, 2018 - 1/5 Return to Vietnam Tour, Vietnam Battlefield Tours
(Attending + Participating - Flying)

] I'll be spending a few days up in Chico with my son and his family on the way

home from the Vietnam Tour. (Rental Car)

2018 Sgt. Davis Shoot; April, 2018. (Attending + Work Party - Driving)

2018 4™ Annual Blue Diamond Sporting Clays Shoot, Coplay, PA, last Saturday in
September. (Attending - Driving)

E R ]

I know that it is getting more and more difficult and challenging for all of us to travel these days,
so | wanted to let you know where I'm planning to be over the next couple of years. | don't mind
driving, and | try to avoid flying these days. It would be great to spend some time with you, Scott
(and all of you) and I know we'll be staying with Steve and Valerie Colwell at some point.

Here's wishing you and yours a very Merry Christmas, and a very Happy New Year!

2017 will be awesome!

Semper Fidelis!

Nicholas Warr

Hey Nick -
Thanks 4 info.

My ears don't burn anymore, mostly because they don't hear that well either.... Regardless, |
would be honored to speak/help out as possible if you guys wish.




As 4 VN, your trip sounds very neat and you are the perfect Marine/scholar to go back. Again. |
recall Phu Loc being a perfect hell for 3 days of constant in coming mortars and rockets. My
jungle utilities were brand new and my eyes big as saucers. Casualties were high. The weather
dark, wet, and cold. Bleak is but a kind description.

Then Charlie Company, Alpha Company, S3 and beyond. What an indoctrination for a very
young 1st Lt. I'll always be grateful to you, Vince, Montgomery, " Mother" Mullan and everyone
who | served with me.

Warm regards,
Scott

Scott,
A BIG Ooh RAH !

Let me have my Executive Assistant ( to the President ) speak with the Division Commander's
Protocol Officer to see how we can work you in. The Anniversary week activities gig
arrangements is primarily the Division's role. I'll keep you posted through SgtMaj Vasquez and
June Cormier.

Semper Fi,
Vince, El Jefe

ps | can't speak for the other units but R.L. ( Montgomery ) and | made your stay with A-1-5 a
sheer delight !

_Jefe -
Thanks.

Mr. President, you and Robin have always been my heroes. However, | never wanted to get too
close too often because you two drew too much fire.... and still so :)

That said my friend, just let me know what might work.

AMERICA'S HEROES




The Will to Win

Unless you are willing to be as unreasonable and as brutal, as your enemy, do not engage
him in a conflict -- because he will win. ( Author unknown )

2/1 Memorial




Photo submitted by Mickey Christiason

Just wondering if the poster at the bottom is available to buy or was it made up. Talking
about the old Vietnam vet with hat

Thank You

Don Kuehn

65-68

THE OLD MAN THAT SHUFFLES AROUND
T(IWN WITH TIIE UIETNAM VETEIIAN IIAT IIN.V

WAS AT ONE TiME MORE
BADASS THAN YOU WILL EVER BE

ATTENTION MEMBERS




Please register ASAP, so that we at the Headquarters can get a good count of who is
attending the 76th Anniversary of our 1st Marine Division.

Note: On the November 4th President’s Blast there is a correction
under the Cookout at the Headquarters on 2 February (1200-1500) , it
is $20 per person which is correct in the Nov 11th & 18th President's
Blast.

76th Anniversary Commemoration, Camp Pendleton
Monday, 30 January - Friday, 3 February 2017

Please click for Registration Form



http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0013_d9cLPJjx5768np4SNchDbMiaUlkbTHWRfm9NOCt_9beMF29fqg4yjGiLpmoNvWylVb_qX4VDo0GugKD9WNyVcaBz8wQ7MXaapiVwLQYtCQZwIUJR-uHLTnYB6qc_z4rsbP2FV2O174AbDmochQKYMVQJDC4fG3utd7iH1xYbShNQtHY8b3Xsn7oryD_IAGVhOYMpocEYmTIdFEd1xE74eY0a4AZr0ODSlngKy5HFCTDUpEHFRzvndwnzW50DBs&c=1dE5p30apVCNskfAFZCxJpmxz7JkbjbGVckHPNmb537md8XGxZo6iQ==&ch=VCJWofOjONFyHFnWBMKJ9AV1CA8nnx4fhSq6vrqdtmIvSfGfLmwxUw==

1st Marine Division 76th Anniversary ‘
30 January - 3 February 2017

WIN THE PRIZES LISTED BELOW !!!!

Tickets only $10 each (3 for $20)

Drawing will be conducted at the FMDA Anniversary Banquet
February, 2017
(Need not be present to win)
Ist Prize: 50% of Funds Raised from Ticket Sales

2nd Prize: Two night stay at the Marines’ Memorial Club in
San Francisco

Plus a $50 dining certificate for the leatherneck Steakhouse

Name 1 Z6th Anniversney, 13t Marine Division 2017
Address | 1" prize 50% of Furds Raised from Tkt sales

| 2" prize 2 nights st Marines Club, San Francisco
Phone | DRAWING 1O TAKE PLACE AT Arwiv. . Burgont, Fub 2017

Noed rot ©© be present 15 wi)

| ;:::u: o :;tnr:‘:mgns:;.u $10en Mat sl Mnd:ﬂ;‘l; et Maviness. wm’m«_‘m aton. o

| 2 prize: 2 gl edl rancmen O Box ML Ocnsra i ca 32731

| Drawng Feo 2017 at Anrw. Banquet 3 foe 520

| -

Name Name

Address Address

Phone Phone

1" prize: SOW of Funds Ralsed fom TkI sales $10 ea. j|‘;7u:|| S0% of Funds Ramsed hom Ta sales 0w

2 petze. 2 rights st Marnes Club, Sen Francisco | 2% prtze: 2 rights st Marines Clb, San Francisco 0
Drawing Feb 2017 of Azniv. Banguet o Draweg Fed 2017 st Amvilv. Banguet 3 for $20

|
|
|
!

YOU NEED TO KNOW

Changes to the Old Breed News, effective January 1, 2017:




CHECK ONE
a._l wish to receive the Old Breed News in hard copy, enclosed is my $50 donation.
b._l'wish to receive the OBN in hard copy but cannot afford the $50 donation.
c._I do not wish to receive the OBN in hard copy, I'll receive it electronically,
but enclosed is my $50 donation to help defray publishing, shipping and
handling.
d._I wish to receive the OBN electronically only. | cannot afford the $50 donation

Contact Information

Name Telephone
Address e-mail
Unit | Served
Date of Birth

Complete and forward to June Cormier by USPS, e-mail, or telephone. Contact
information is at the very bottom of the Blast.

NEW MEMBERS
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OUR GOAL: Every member recruit at least one
member,




President Vince Rios

GENERAL FUND DONATIONS

All FMDA Members please use your USAA card- the First Marine
Division Association, Inc gets a small but helpful rebate.

1ST MARINE DIVISTON ASSOCIATION

By making your contribution by credit card, your donation can help more quickly the FMDA fundraising
and administrative costs. (Note Credit Cards can be personal or Corporate.)

Type of Credit Card
Visa Master Card American Express Discover

Credit Card Number: Expiration Date

Name as it Appears on Card: Amount: §

Mailing Address:

City: State: Zip Code:
Telephone Number: E-mail Address:
Signature: Date:

Funds received in response to this solicitation will not be subject to federal contribution limits.
To have an immediate impact you may also contribute to FMDA while online at:

www.1stmarinedivisionassociation.org




C. E “Mick Adamson
June 4, 1931 - November 3, 2

Clarence Edwin "Mick" Adamson, age 8s, of McXh
passed away at his home on November 3, 2016. JHi
June 4, 1931, in Leavenworth, Kansas Lo Clarence 1
Cathierine Anna (Higgins) Adamson. Mick was a
Kansas University. He proudly served his countr
‘United States Marine Corps during the Korean Co
spent most of his career with Bristol Myers Squibb
Region Manager in 1991,

e is survived by his wife of sixty four years, Dor
children, Mike Adamson, Amy Vaulot and husban
and Lisa Goode; grandchildren, Richard, Tyler, B
Rachel and Mallory; brothey, Jred Adamson; siste
Farney and Linda Heim; many other loving relati
friends. ' ‘

Mick is preceded in death by his parents, Clarence
Catherine Anna Adamson; brothier, James Adams
Dolores Joanson and Fdith Frnzen.

In (ieu of flowers, contributions to Amity FHospice,
Dallas Parkway, Suite 125, Dallas, Texas 75248, or
charity of your choice would be appreciated.

A reception will be held at the family home at 540.
Knoll Drive following Mass.




Larry A. Simsc
Dec. 20, 1939 - Dec. 06, 21

Larry A. Simson, 7
Beaverton, passed
Dec. 6, 2016. He was
in Portland Dec. 20, 1!
He attended Beav
High School and

&' joined the US. M

Service Information

Graveside Service
Wednesday, December 21, 2016
12:00 p.m. - 12:30 p.m.

Willamette National Cemetery
11800 SE Mt Scott Blvd
Portland, Oregon 97086

Corp in 1958. Larry wi
in transportation for
ed Grocery and Ed Bq
Trucking. He was a
member of the NRA,
boro Trap Club, Ame
Legion Post 90 anc
West Slope Fire D«
ment as a volunteer
man. Larry had a ps
for guns, hunting,
outdoors, cooking
being around his fr
and family.

Larry is survived b
partner, Sue Sapp;
dren, Vern and .
Simson; grandchild, [
Doak; and brothers,
and Neil Simson.
service information |
visit www.peggpa
springerfuneralchape

Please sign the online guesi
at wuw,omgﬂnﬁmcfl?nfﬂ

Gerald E. 'Jerry’
Skyles

Sept. 02, 1927 - Dec. 01, 2016

Our Dad finished h
earthly journey at hom
surrounded by the love «
his family. Dad is no
reunited with our Mom i
heaven. Born in Maso
City, IA. Dad served in bot
the Marine Corps and th
Navy before marrying th
love of his life, Clarice.
Together they raised a larg
family of children, granc
children and great- granc
children. He was the ger
eral manager for Sky Cht
and spent most of h
career at the Portland In
ernational Airport. W
were blessed to have hir
for 89 years. Services willb
Friday, December 16, 201{
Rosary at 3:30 p.m., Fune;
al Mass at 4:00 p.m. at St.
Joseph The Worker Catl
olic Church 2400 S.E. 148t
Ave. Port. OR 97233

Please sign the online guest book
at unnw.oregonlive.comlobits

B Forward to a Friend
President Vince Rios

First Marine Division Association

Office (760) 763-3268 President Vince Rios (817) 847-9954
President Vince Rios E-mail vrmarine@msn.com

Please visit our website: 1stmarinedivisionassociation.org



http://ui.constantcontact.com/sa/fwtf.jsp?m=1102350575810&a=1126722201690&ea=thegoldcountry%40yahoo.com

P.O. Box 9000, Box # 902
Oceanside, CA 92051
(760) 763-3268




